
NEW  
URBANISMS 
NEW 
CITIZENS 

This Workshop Note is from a community event in 
February, 2012.  Children, young people and adults from 
the community participated in various group discussions 
and activities; this note will present the key issues and 
ideas made at the event.  We hope this note can be used 
directly in future work regarding provision for the 
community, and signify the beginning of the involvement 
of children and young people in community discussions.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Group activities at the workshop event 

 
 

 

JUNE  2012                  WORKSHOP NOTE: 4 

LOCATION: 
Northamptonshire.  A community 
comprising of both an older 
housing development (1970s) and 
a new build extension.    
 
PARTICIPANTS: 
Workshop participants included 
children and young people aged 
(10-14) who live in the community, 
and representatives of local 
organisations.  Representatives 
included:   
Residents Association, Local Police, 
youth group workers and the 
Borough Council.  
 
ORGANISATION OF THE EVENT: 
The workshop was planned and 
run by a group of young people 
from the local community in 
collaboration with researchers of 
the NUNC project.  The young 
people participated in three 
planning events, led activities on 
the day and contributed to this 
workshop note. 
 
PURPOSE: 
The aim of the workshop was to 
initiate a conversation between 
the young people and local 
decision makers. It was an 
opportunity for adults engaged in 
community policy, planning and 
development to hear directly from 
the children and young people 
about issues that are important to 
them. 
 

 

WHAT CHILDREN AND ADULTS SAID:  
 

WHAT WE LIKE ABOUT LIVING IN OUR COMMUNITY 
 
‘Friendly people of all ages’ 
 
‘Community spirit’ 
 
‘There are a lot of people working hard to make it a 
better place’ 
 
‘Having fun places to play with your friends.’ 
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The local playground 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Right: Group activity (adult and young participants) 

 

PARKING 
Parking at the local primary school was noted as 
a major issue.  Parents parked in places and ways 
the children and young people considered 
dangerous (by the main school gate and along a 
residential street in close proximity to the 
school).  Careless driving was also identified as 
an issue.  A number of suggestions were made 
by the workshop participants: the need for 
additional parking spaces with clearly identified 
bays; enforcing the law in relation to existing 
road markings and impose fines; barriers to 
create a car free space around the main gate; 
and rewards for children walking to school rather 
than being driven.  
 

LITTER AND FLY-TIPPING 
The workshop participants identified litter and 
fly-tipping as a major issue on the streets and 
other public spaces.  Children view this as 
unsightly and potentially harmful to people and 
animals. They identified particular places where 
it happens and made some suggestions of how 
to reduce it, including providing more bins in 
particular spots and ways for it to be collected.  
 

FRIENDS 
Friends were important to the young people, 
they talked about activities they do with 
their friends and their feelings about them. 
School and the local neighbourhood were 
places they identified as important for 
meeting and making friends.  

 

DOG WASTE 
Strong feelings and views were expressed 
about the issue of dog poo on the streets in 
the community. Children and young people 
reported that this issue was widespread in 
the neighbourhood including in alleyways, 
streets and grassed areas. The participants 
offered solutions to this problem: including 
telling dog owners ‘to pick up your dog’s 
poo’ and to provide more bins.  

 

LOCAL SHOP 
The local shop is a focal point in the 
community and was popular with children 
and young people (buying sweets).  For 
groceries, older young people recognised 
that it was more expensive than a large 
supermarket. Concern was expressed 
regarding ‘teenagers’ congregating at the 
shop and it not being safe for children, as a 
result, some children and young people only 
visit the shop when accompanied by an 
adult. 

PLAYGROUND  
The playground is seen as a place to have 
fun and spend time with friends from the 
perspective of young people.  However, they 
think the facilities need improving (including 
more varied equipment) and that damages 
need to be repaired as they considered it to 
be dangerous. Younger children visit the 
playground with their parents.  The majority 
of the children and young people attending 
the workshop go there on their own. The 
playground is regarded as a safe place but 
occasionally the presence of older teenagers 
can be unsettling to some young people.   
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‘Afraid to go round alleys 
anymore as you can’t see 
anything’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

WHAT HAPPENED WHEN THE LIGHTS WENT OUT? 
All participants (both adults and young people) were given a 
‘light bulb’ and asked to write their experiences of 
Northampton County Council’s decision to switch off many 
streetlights in this area.  We have grouped these responses 
and the main themes were: 

  Can’t see what you are stepping in (7/38 responses) 

  Generally makes us feel afraid (6/38 responses) 

  Avoidance of particular spaces (6/38 responses)  

  Reduced mobility (5/38 responses) 

  Fear of crime (4/38 responses) 

  Fear of traffic (3/38 responses) 

  Reported increase in anti-social behaviour (3/38 responses) 
 

‘My mum won’t open 
the front door’ 

‘Dangerous’ 

‘People get scared 
because they might 
get burgled’ 

‘Afraid to go out’ 

‘I’m not allowed to play out 
for long’ 

‘Less kids using the park of an 
evening because they feel 
unsafe’ 

‘The lights that are 
left on aren’t equally 
spaced out’ 

‘I think bad teenagers hide in 
the dark’ 

‘Dangerous because if people 
can’t afford light clothes or if 
they don’t have any, they 
could die because cars can’t 
see’ 
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Pocket Park of the Future – group activity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POCKET PARK OF THE FUTURE 
All participants  were given paper shapes to stick on the ‘Pocket Park of the Future’ display: a 
duck, to write messages about things they like about their community; a leaf, to write 
suggestions as to what they would like to see changed; a paving stone, to write things they 
could do themselves to improve their community. 

 

WHAT THEY LIKE ABOUT THEIR COMMUNITY: 
A range of responses were given and have 
been grouped into two themes: friends, 
people and community and places for young 
people to go.  In relation to friends, people 
and community, there were fifteen 
responses, highlighting the friendly nature of 
local people, having friends and kind 
neighbours in the community.  Responses 
about good places for young people to go, 
included the park, duck pond and clubs and 
groups. They also liked the local shop, good 
houses to live in, beautiful nature and their 
proximity to the countryside. 

WHAT THEY WOULD LIKE TO SEE CHANGE: 
A number of suggestions were made for improving the local community: turning the street 
lights back on and proper disposal of litter (inc. dog waste) were raised again in this activity.  It 
was also suggested that there should be more organised activities in the community (e.g. 
cricket club, art club) as well as improved play provision in the park (e.g. a basket chair swing 
and skate ramps).  The community centre was seen as a space which needs significant 
improvement, in terms of its decoration and providing more facilities; this they suggested 
would encourage more children and adults to get involved.   

WHAT THEY COULD DO TO 

IMPROVE THEIR COMMUNITY: 
Responses which individuals 
gave, in terms of what they 
could do to improve their 
community, predominantly 
included speaking to the council 
about some of the issues raised.  
Other suggestions included not 
dropping litter and encouraging 
others to use the bins.  One of 
the adults suggested they could 
apply for a lottery grant to 
improve the centre facilities. 
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Group activity:  
If the community was a person, 

what would it look like? 

 
 

IF THE COMMUNITY WAS A PERSON, WHAT WOULD IT LOOK LIKE? 

The workshop participants (children and young people) split into 
four groups and they were asked to draw a section of a body, in 
line with the question ‘if the community was a person, what 
would it look like?’  The resulting body is shown on the left.  
Whilst drawing, each group discussed the symbolism of the 
different body parts. This included: trees as hair to signify the 
green surroundings in the community; freckles and a nappy to 
represent dog poo and a large heart to signify that people care 
about each other and have a big heart. 
 
  REFLECTIONS FROM THE YOUNG ORGANISERS: 
A group of five young people assisted with the planning and 
delivery of the event.  After the workshop they wrote about the 
day.  The following extracts are from their reflections, about their 
participation and hopes for the future: 
 

PARTICIPATING IN THE WORKSHOP: 
‘We enjoyed helping and organising the workshop …The purpose 
of the workshop was so we can get people talking about [name of 
community] and to hear what people thought about the area we 
live in.’ 
 
‘There were lots of activities we all took part in: the body game, 
string game, say what you think, the lights go out, origami.  Each 
game was about getting people to interact with each other and 
gave everyone a chance to give their opinion.’ 

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S PARTICIPATION: 
‘We would love to do more things like this, as we feel it is 
important for children and adults of the community to have an 
input.’ 
 
‘Thank you for letting us be involved.’ 

 
 
 
THEIR HOPES FOR THE FUTURE: 
‘The things everyone said in the interview might happen and that 
will make [name of community] better and somewhere we can all 
feel safe.’ 
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Right top: Young organisers presenting to the 
audience; Right bottom: Group icebreaker activity 
 

NEW URBANISMS, NEW CITIZENS RESEARCH PROJECT: 
 
This workshop note stems from an ESRC funded research project into the lives of children and 
young people growing up in new developments in Northamptonshire, a region which has seen 
unprecedented growth in the past decade.  Primarily, the research focuses on young people’s 
mobility within new urban areas, their sense of belonging and implications for their citizenship and 
their status within planning and participation of new communities.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Images in this document may not be used without the written permission of the Project Leader. 

FEEDBACK FROM THE EVENT: 
Overall the feedback shows that the day was positive for all of the participants who completed an 
evaluation sheet.  Adults said that the workshop from their perspectives achieved the aim of 
enhancing adult-child relations in the community. Young people focused on what they had 
learned about their community and the people who live there, including the opportunity to meet 
children and adults they have not met before. 
 

 

RESEARCH FINDINGS: 
If you or your organisation would like to receive specific outputs from the NUNC project please 
contact: Professor Pia Christensen (PI), Institute of Education, University of Warwick, Coventry, CV4 
7AL. Email: P.H.Christensen@warwick.ac.uk 

COMMENTS FROM THE EVALUATION SHEET: 
‘Very interesting to have the opportunity to 
chat with the young people and find out their 
views seems they have the same 
concerns/issues as older people’ (adult 
participant). 
 
‘[I] hope to see improvements with the 
environment [and] work with local people’ 
(adult participant). 
 
I learnt ‘what different people think about 
[name of community’ (young participant). 
 
I learnt ‘more things about our community 
and the people in it’ (young participant). 
 
 
 

 


