
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                     Participant writing a comment on the Future Village Tree 
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DECEMBER 2011                         WORKSHOP NOTE: 2 

EXPLORING LIFE IN A NEW COMMUNITY 
1ST

 OCTOBER, 2011 
 

LOCATION:  

Northamptonshire  

 

PARTICIPANTS: 

Children and young people aged 9-15 who live in 

the community and representatives of 

organisations working and living in the local area 

such as the Villagers’ Association, Local Police, 

Local and Regional Councillors, Housing 

Association, youth group, Girl Guiding UK and 

The Scout Association. 

 

ORGANISATION:  

The workshop was jointly run and managed by a 

group of young people and the researchers of 

the NUNC project.  The young people 

participated in planning the event, led activities 

on the day and contributed to this workshop 

note. 

 

PURPOSE:  

To stimulate dialogue between children and 

young people living in the community and local 

planners and decision-makers. The workshop 

created an opportunity for adults engaged in 

community policy, planning and development to 

hear directly from children and young people 

about issues that are important to them. 

 

ONE YOUNG PERSON SAID: 

‘The purpose of the workshop was for young 

people in the community to be heard’ (Female, 

11 years old).   

 
 

 

This Workshop Note highlights key issues and suggestions 
made by children, young people and adults participating in 
the workshop.  We hope this note can be used directly in 
future discussions regarding provision for the community 
and signify the beginning of the involvement of children 
and young people in decisions and activities locally. 
 

WHAT WE LIKE ABOUT LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY: 
 
Overwhelmingly, during the group discussion sessions, the 
children and young people made many positive comments 
about the village: it is attractive, calm, quiet and friendly, 
and it is a safe place to live.  There is a good local school; 
there is access to wildlife and nature, as well as good walks 
and bike rides.  
 
As part of the workshop, participants were asked to 
contribute to the ‘The Future Village Tree’ – writing their 
reflections on the leaves.  Many positive comments were 
also written on here.  The following are just a few of these: 

 
 

 ‘It is a friendly and welcoming environment.’ 
 
‘It is such a great place because it is safe and there 
are lots of facilities.’ 
 
‘I have lived here all my life so I don’t know 
anywhere else and I think it’s fantastic.  I am the 
same age as the village.’ 
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         Construction work in the Village 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Group icebreaker session 
 
 

LEISURE AND FACILITIES:  
 

Whilst there was a shared feeling that the community was well 
catered for in terms of access to facilities such as a doctors, local 
shop, community centre and primary school, many of the young 
people would like to see a space specifically for them.  Currently 
the play provision is aimed at the under 8s.  However, there is 
not a space specifically designed for older age groups.  Their 
wishes included: a hut for people to sit and chat in, a skateboard 
ramp, football posts and a spider web cone.  Whilst there are 
numerous supervised clubs aimed at this age group, outdoor 
play spaces are lacking.  The quotes shown on the right were 
made by young people living in the community: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WHAT WE WOULD LIKE TO IMPROVE: 

‘I think we should get a tree 
house or a hut to hang out and 
watch things like clouds and 
NATURE.’ 
 
‘I think [name of Village] could 
have a better playground.’ 
 
‘Have some facilities for older 
children, for example: an 
enclosed area for us to sit down 
and chat.’ 
 

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION: 
 

Like many new developments, construction work 
continues for many months and even years once 
residents have moved in.  In this community, the 
young residents are somewhat frustrated with 
developers building on green space, as one young 
person said: ‘stop building houses in places we like to 
go.’  There is also the general feeling that the recently 
built houses are more tightly compacted. The 
incompleteness of the road surfaces and the lack of 
road markings is a further feature of new 
developments – pot holes and high curbs are 
common.  A particular issue for both children and 
adults is that the cycle path in one part of the village 
stops rather abruptly with a fence across its pathway.      
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‘Let young people organise events because of their 
wide imagination ... open things up for children.’ 
 
‘A YOUTH COUNCIL for [name of Village].’ 
 
‘Find support from children to make ideas a reality.’  
 
‘I learnt how we could make a change to our 
community ourselves and met lots of people to help us.  
So in the future we know if we had any ideas we could 
put them forward to these people.’  

 

 

Young people participating in a group 
                   discussion session 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

HAVING A VOICE AND PARTICIPATING: 
   
Presently young people feel that they are not invited to 
take part in community decision-making and planning.  
However, a number of young people at the workshop 
were keen on having a say regarding community 
decisions, particularly in the provision of facilities for 
young people.  On numerous occasions during the day it 
was suggested that there could be a village youth council 
or that young people should be represented on the local 
villagers’ association. The following comments made by 
children, young people and adults are indicative of this: 

 

 
 

 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE COMMUNITY: 

WHAT THEY LEARNT FROM TAKING PART: 
 
‘I learnt from taking part in the workshop that this is a 
great community. This event brought a range of different 
people from the community to the workshop and they all 
have a part to play in the running of the community’ 
(Female, 11). 
 
‘I learnt one very important lesson though, which is that 
we are making history of [name of village] and now I can 
appreciate what a hugely amazing thing that is’ (Male, 14). 
 

REFLECTIONS FROM THE YOUNG ORGANISERS: 
A group of six young people assisted with the planning and delivery of this event.  
After the workshop they wrote about the day. The following extracts are from their 
summaries, about their participation and hopes for the future.  

 
PARTICIPATING IN THE WORKSHOP: 
 
‘I was lucky to be chosen to do a workshop 
with the University ... I did two speeches in 
front of members of the council and the 
builders of the village’ (Male, 9). 
 
My part in helping (with) the organisation of 
the workshop gave me an opportunity to 
practice and improve certain skills, and get 
involved in what was a great unifying event’ 
(Male, 14). 
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             Workshop activity: The Future Village Tree 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
AFTER THE EVENT: 
Two-thirds of workshop participants said they hoped adults and young people would continue to 
work together in the community.  

 

NEW URBANISMS, NEW CITIZENS RESEARCH PROJECT: 
This workshop note stems from an ESRC funded research project into the lives of children and young 

people growing up in new developments in Northamptonshire, a region which has seen 

unprecedented growth in the past decade.  Primarily, the research focuses on young people’s 

mobility within new urban areas, their sense of belonging and implications for their citizenship and 

their status within planning and participation of new communities.   

Images in this document may not be used without the express written permission of the Project Leader. 

 

RESEARCH FINDINGS: 
If you or your organisation would like to receive specific outputs from the NUNC project please 
contact:  
Professor Pia Christensen (PI), Institute of Education, University of Warwick, Coventry, CV4 7AL.  
Email: P.H.Christensen@warwick.ac.uk 

 

 

 

 
  REFLECTIONS FROM THE YOUNG ORGANISERS (CONTINUED): 

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S PARTICIPATION: 
 
‘They [adults] all listened to what we had to say and 
took on board what we said and really looked like they 
were thinking about it’ (Female, 14). 
 
‘The adults and children interacted with each other by 
being in groups of people of all ages.  They discussed 
and talked in the different activities and shared their 
different opinions of each other’ (Female, 13). 
 
THEIR HOPES FOR THE FUTURE: 
 
‘I hope in the future that the issues discussed in the 
workshop will be resolved and that from it the youth 
of the village will develop a good relationship with the 
ruling adults ... maybe even if we’re lucky we’ll get a 
bit of a bigger budget and therefore more money 
towards the youth.  It may one day happen’ (Male, 
14). 

 
‘I hope that our ideas are taken into account and are 
maybe even considered.  I wish for an improved and 
successful community’ (Female, 11). 
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