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Points of interest: 

Data collection is now 
completed in two 
fieldwork sites 

 

The NUNC team held a 
workshop with young 
people and local adult 
stakeholders in one of 
the case study 
communities 

 

The team is in 
collaboration with 
NNJPU regarding 
future developments  

 

PhD data collection is 
underway in one of 
the case study 
communities  

 

Partnership with NNJPU 

Dr. Sophie Hadfield-Hill, the lead researcher in two 
case study sites has completed thirty weeks of 
ethnographic research in each community.  Over 
two hundred and eighty interviews have been 
conducted with young people and adult 
stakeholders.  In total there were seven key 
elements to the research: a GPS week, whereby 
participants were asked to wear a GPS as part of 
their everyday life; a GPS interview, reflecting on 
the tracks made during their week and their 
mobility; interview 1, focusing on everyday life 
and their weekly routine; interview 2, on mobility 
and risk within new communities; interview 3, on 
citizenship and participation; interview 4 on 
sustainability (economic, social and 
environmental); and a guided walk around their 
community. In line with the participatory 
approach, the young people could choose  
elements of the research with which they wanted 
to be engaged.  A tremendous amount of valuable 

 

                                                  

 

Fieldwork complete in two sites 

Workshop participants in a group discussion 

Location: Northamptonshire 
Participants: Children and young people aged 9-15 
who live in the community and representatives of 
organisations working and living in the local area 
such as the Residents’ Association, Local Police, 
Councillors, Homes and Communities Agency, the 
Church and Scouts. 
Purpose: ‘Exploring Life in a New Community’ - To 
stimulate dialogue between children and young 
people living in the community and local adult 
stakeholders.  To create a space where children 
and adults could feel comfortable discussing their 
views, regarding their community. In particular we 
wished to provide an opportunity for adults 
engaged in community policy, planning and 
development to hear directly from the children 
and young people what is important to them.   
Organisation: The workshop was jointly run and 
managed by a group of young people and the 
researchers of the NUNC project.  The young 
people participated in planning the event and 
activities on the day. 
 
The event consisted of group discussions, a guided 
walk around the local area in the form of a 
treasure hunt and a creative workshop in the 
afternoon led by Professor Jonothan Neelands 
(University of Warwick).  Other activities organised 
for the day included a graffiti wall, photo display 
and a video diary room. In terms of initiating a 
dialogue between the key adults who work in the 
community and the young people, the day was a 
great success.   

Please see Workshop Note 1 for key issues and 
suggestions raised by children, young people and 
adult participants. 

The NUNC team is in collaboration with the North 
Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit (NNJPU) 
with regard to young people’s views of living and 
growing up in new developments.  On 4th March, 
2011 members of the NUNC team met with Mr. 
James from NNJPU and ran a consultation 
workshop session with Year 6 pupils from a local 
primary school.  Mr. James explained the planning 
process and NNJPU’s vision for future 

Continued on next page ... 

Research impact - workshop 

developments in North Northamptonshire.  The 
young people, in small groups, were asked a series 
of questions about their community (i.e. its design, 
facilities and transport).  They were also asked 
how future communities could be better planned 
and designed.  The whole class then reconvened 
and the groups presented their points.  This 
stimulated wider discussion around topics raised.  
The young people provided thoughtful analysis of 
their community and suggestions for the future. 
The NUNC team will continue collaborating with 
NNJPU, particularly in terms of data dissemination 
and the potential impact on future developments 
in the region. 

www.go.warwick/nunc 

Children and young people’s feedback: 
‘Children can make a difference’ 
 ‘I have enjoyed working with others’ 



PhD progress 

RGS-IBG 2010 conference 

Issue 4 will be published in Winter 2011 

children and young people took part in this element of the research. Research 
consultants from the University of Leicester were involved with the study 
design, data production and analysis. The NUNC team is currently in the 
process of analysing these data sets, together with the ethnographic 
interviews which investigated young people’s everyday life and mobility.  

Continued from previous page ... 

The NUNC team organised two sessions at the RGS-IBG, 2010 conference, 
titled ‘Children, Young People and Sustainability.’  The sessions highlighted 
the exciting body of research on sustainable living, particularly in relation to 
the lives of children and young people which is emerging against the 
backdrop of various educational, environmental and housing policies. As a 
result, given the topical interest in these issues and the overlapping themes of 
participants, a Special Issue of the journal Local Environment edited by the 
NUNC research team will be published in 2012. 

Data collection will continue over the coming months in the final two case 
study communities, under the lead of Dr. Jane Ellis.  Analysis is now 
underway with the data collected from the first two study sites.  In the 
coming months the NUNC team will be preparing articles for publication in 
both academic and policy journals.    

Research findings: 
If you or your organisation would like to be sent specific outputs from 
the NUNC project please contact  Prof. Pia Christensen. 
 
Professor Pia Christensen (PI) 
Institute of Education, University of Warwick. Coventry, CV4 7AL. 
Tel: 02476 523938 Email: P.H.Christensen@warwick.ac.uk 

GPS analysis 
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PhD student Sarah Smith writes, I have begun fieldwork in one of the 
project’s case study communities.  I currently spend between two and three 
days per week in the community, conducting interviews and observations. I 
began interviews with young people in my target age group of 16-25 in 
January. I plan to conduct a series of three interviews with approximately 
twenty participants in this age group. To date I have a total of thirteen 
research participants  (some of which are in the process of asking friends to 
take part) and I have completed fifteen interviews.  Alongside this, Dr. Sophie 
Hadfield-Hill and I have also completed seven interviews and a community 
walk with key adult stakeholders. I hope to complete fieldwork by the end of 
the summer.   
 
On 16th June, 2011 I presented a poster at the Festival Of Postgraduate 
Research, University of Leicester.  The poster is entitled ‘Facebook: The Social 
Researcher and The Social Network’ and is based on part of my research in 
my fieldwork community. I have set up a Facebook group as a forum for 
young people in the community but in the process of doing this I encountered 
a number of problems and ethical 
issues. Not least that there is very 
little in the way of literature 
surrounding using social 
networking for research. 
Therefore, my poster looks at why 
researchers might want to use 
Facebook as a data collection tool 
and also examines some of the 
problems and ethical issues that 
may be encountered along the way. 

data regarding the lives of young people growing 
up in new developments (rural and urban) has 
been collected and analysis and dissemination has 
now begun. 

Sarah Smith presenting at the University of 
Leicester, Festival of Postgraduate Research 

Reflecting on the data  

Below are two extracts from the data for the 
readers of this newsletter to reflect on. Both 
relate to issues which are central to this project. 
The first extract is taken from a stakeholder 
interview with a respondent who sits on 
numerous Village and Parish committees: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first quote, from a relatively powerful figure in 

the local community shows how the committee 

(consisting of only adult members) decided not to 

give money to youth facilities due to young 

people’s disinterest and lack of engagement  

(despite multiple invitations to take part in 

decision making regarding play equipment).  This 

raises questions about the process of engaging 

with young people in local communities. 
 
The second extract is from an interview with three 
girls aged 12:  

 
The second extract we suggest draws attention to 
an act of adult ‘anti-social behaviour’ which is 
seldom reported - from a young person’s 
perspective.   
 
Both these extracts from the fieldwork raise 
broader questions about the lived experience, 
participation and citizenship of young people in 
their local communities -  and their importance for 
planners, decision makers and stakeholders. 

‘we did a lot of work on their [young people] 
behalf and they couldn’t even be bothered to 
turn up ... as a result ... the following year we 
said well were not going to give our 
[community] money to the youth.’  

C: ... all the children and all the kids ... built a 
massive snowman ... 

G: It didn't melt and we didn't smash it up, this 
grumpy man ... 

C: He didn't live there though 
G: He didn't even live there, he just came out 

and smashed it up with his shovel. 

The next stage ... 

In three of the case study communities children 
and young people took part in the GPS and mobile 
phone survey. Participants were asked to carry a 
GPS device and a mobile phone with them for one 
week, mapping their everyday mobilities and 
routines. In total, one hundred and twenty-two  


