
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
‘Exploring Life in a New Community’  

Workshop 2
nd

 April 2011 
 

 
 

Location:   Northamptonshire 
Participants: Children and young people aged 9-15 who live in the community and 

representatives of organisations working and living in the local area such as the 
Residents’ Association, Local Police, Councillors, Homes and Communities Agency, 
the Church and Scouts. 

Purpose: To stimulate dialogue between children and young people living in the community 
and local adult stakeholders.  To create a space where children and adults could feel 
comfortable discussing their views, regarding their community. In particular we 
wished to provide an opportunity for adults engaged in community policy, planning 
and development to hear directly from the children and young people what is 

important to them.   

Organisation: The workshop was jointly run and managed by a group of young people and the 
researchers of the NUNC project.  The young people participated in planning the 
event and activities on the day. 

 

 
This briefing note highlights key issues and suggestions made by children, young people and adults 
participating in the workshop.    We hope  these points can  be used  directly in future discussions regarding 
provisions for the community and signify the beginning of  the involvement of children and young people in 
decisions and activities in the community.  

 
WHAT WE LIKE ABOUT LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY: 
 

During the day there were numerous positive reflections raised by children, young people and adult 
participants: 
 
 

 Proximity to friends living in the local area 

 There are spaces which have been designed for 
children to play (e.g. open spaces, the Square, 
the park) 

 There are jobs for adults in the local area 

 It is easy  to walk to nearby facilities including the 
local primary school, shops and restaurants  

 There is a local bus serving the  community 

 The houses look attractive. 
 

A group discussion 
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Comments on services: 

 ‘You can’t go to a doctor’ 

 ‘You can’t go to the Church’ 

 ‘Nowhere to go for a coffee’ 

 ‘Planning for a shop?’ 

Comments on transport: 

 ‘Not enough parking at school’ 

 ‘Zebra crossing – buses go too fast’ 

 ‘Parking problems – more parking’ 

Comments on parks: 

  ‘Older park [needed]  - bigger 
climbing frame, more swings, 
monkey bars, skate / bike park, 
goal posts’ 

 ‘Only two swings but hundreds 
of people’ 

 
 
WHAT WE WOULD LIKE TO IMPROVE: 

 
Play provision for young people:  
 
There was a shared understanding that young people aged 13-16 are not provided for. There is nowhere for 
them to meet or go.  The quotes shown below were made by young people and adults throughout the day: 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Services and transport:  
 
The young people and adult participants shared the view that there is a lack of provision of services, for 
example, there is no doctors’ surgery, no secondary school, no place of worship or a pub.  The young people 
complained that the roads are muddy and unfinished (bumpy), and said there is not enough room for parking 
around the primary school which makes it difficult to walk or go on your bike to school.  In addition, cars and 
buses drive too fast around the community.  
 
 

 
 

Parks:   
 

Participants made numerous comments about the provision of play grounds and parks, particularly aimed at 
young people.  The children and young people described how young people are often moved on and feel they 
have nowhere to spend their time.  They shared the view that a park and equipment on the field for young 
people to use is needed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Young people reflecting on what they think of the local park 

 ‘Nowhere for teenagers to go’  

 ‘You can’t play with skateboards on the Square’ 

 ‘You can’t use the play equipment’ 



 

 
 
 
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE COMMUNITY 
CENTRE: 

 
There was a sense of excitement regarding 
the potential of the community centre and a 
lot of discussion regarding the opportunity 
that it would provide.  The young people 
hoped that it would be a place for children, 
young people, adults and old people living in 
the community in recognition of the different 
expectations and interests of different (age) 
groups. 

 
         Suggested activities for the community centre 

 

MANAGEMENT OF THE COMMUNITY CENTRE: 

 
Participants also discussed who should run and manage the building and 
activities.  The participants expressed the hope that the building should 
be open to all and the activities should be all inclusive.  It was also 
suggested that young people should be asked their opinion and take part 
in the decision making, and be involved in running the centre activities 
and events. There was also the suggestion that the Parish Council could 
have a youth forum with representatives from the local area.   
 

.   
 
 
 

 
 

Young participant during the group 
discussion 

OTHER WAYS OF EXPRESSING YOUR VIEWS: 
 
 

In addition to the group discussion sessions, participants 
also had opportunity to note their feelings and 
comments on a photographic exhibition, a graffiti wall 
and a large map of the community.  In excess of ninety 
comments were left throughout the day.  Many of these 
reiterated the issues which were raised in the discussion 
session; whilst there were positive comments made 
about the development (e.g. it’s safe,  cool, fun and 
friendly), negative comments included: the issue of 
bullies, rubbish left by the construction work, graffiti 
and some residents disturbing their neighbours during 
the night.     

 
        Photograph exhibition with comments 
 

Comments on young people’s participation: 

 ‘Ask young people what they think’ 

 ‘Young people get involved more’ 



 

Adult feedback: 

 ‘Youngsters are well informed on local 
issues’ 

 ‘The youths need and want to be 
heard’ 

Children and young people’s feedback: 

 ‘Children can make a difference’ 

  ‘I have enjoyed working with others’ 

 

 
 
 

FEEDBACK ON THE WORKSHOP:  
 
In terms of initiating a dialogue between key adults who work in the community and the young people, the 
day was a great success.  Overwhelmingly, the participants provided positive comments regarding the 
participation of young people in decision making and community discussions.  Participants were asked what 
they learnt from the day:   

 
 

 
 
 

Icebreaker session led by Professor. Jonothan Neelands 
 

 
 

NEW URBANISMS, NEW CITIZENS RESEARCH PROJECT: 
This workshop note stems from an ESRC funded research project into the lives of children and young people 
growing up in new developments in Northamptonshire, a region which has seen unprecedented growth in the 
past decade.  Primarily the research focuses on young people’s mobility within new urban areas, their sense of 
belonging and implications for their citizenship and their status within planning and participation of new 
communities.  The New Urbanisms, New Citizens (NUNC) team have so far completed research in two case 
study communities and work is underway in the two remaining communities.  We have also begun the 
process of analysis and dissemination.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

   For general enquiries, please contact: 
   Professor Pia Christensen (PI) 
   Institute of Education, University of Warwick,  
   Coventry, CV4 7AL. Email:       
   P.H.Christensen@warwick.ac.uk 

RESEARCH FINDINGS:  
If you or your organisation would like to be sent specific outputs from the NUNC project please contact 
Prof. Pia Christensen. 

   Images in this document may not be used without the express written permission of the Project Leader. 


